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Monday, March 1st 
1 Samuel 3 

 
1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there 
were not many visions.  
2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of 
God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel.  

Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  
But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down.  
6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me."  
"My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down."  
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.  
8 A third time the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called 
me."  

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, 
say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' "So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  
10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!"  
Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."  
11 And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone 
who hears about it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family—from 
beginning to end. 13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons 
blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 14 Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house 
will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.' "  
15 Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli 
the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, "Samuel, my son."  
Samuel answered, "Here I am."  
17 "What was it he said to you?" Eli asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so 
severely, if you hide from me anything he told you." 18 So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. 
Then Eli said, "He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes."  
19 The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel's words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel 
from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD continued to 
appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.  

Points of Interest 

• ‘Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli’—Eli is from the family of Moses’ brother Aaron, and 
therefore a priest of the Israelites.  Eli is in charge of the official shrine, located in a city called Shiloh.  It is 
the one place where the Israelites could go to seek the presence of God or to offer approved sacrifices.  
Samuel is Eli’s servant.  He, like Isaac, was born to a mother past normal child-bearing years.  Out of 
gratitude for the birth of her son, Hannah dedicated him to serve in the temple. 
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• ‘Here I am’—Samuel responds to the voice with the exact same words as Moses when he answered the 
burning bush.  Not only that, but he runs to Eli, who he thinks is calling him.  Samuel is ready, eager, 
and available.  He is listening attentively for a call. 

• ‘Then Eli realized’—Eli is the LORD’s priest, and Eli and Samuel live in the one place in Israel where you go 
to meet God.  Yet, it takes Samuel coming to him three times before Eli considers that Samuel might be 
hearing from God.  I guess the word of the LORD is indeed rare. 

• ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening’—I wonder if this is the key to it all.  If you want to hear a call 
from God, all it takes is a listening ear.  Perhaps Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Samuel aren’t so unique in 
that God called to them, but in that they were listening when God does. 

• ‘everything I spoke against his family’—in Eli’s old age, his sons have for the most part taken over the 
day-to-day running of the shrine.  They’re a bit sleazy, though.  They extort and steal from worshippers, 
and show no respect for God, the worshippers, or the ceremonies of the shrine.  So, God had sent a 
prophet to Eli to warn him that his sons would be punished and that the priesthood would be taken away 
from his family. 

• ‘will never be atoned for by sacrifice’—turnabout is fair play.  Eli’s sons have spent their careers creating a 
system in which there is no spiritual value to sacrifices; the same will be true of theirs. 

• ‘afraid to tell Eli the vision’—understandably, Samuel doesn’t want to be the bearer of bad news, 
particularly to his boss.  Poor Eli has only heard from God twice in his life, and both times it’s been 
warnings of impending punishment on his family.  The bad news seems to be something of a surprise to 
Samuel—God has to give him the back story—but I get the feeling that Eli has an inkling of what God has 
said.  Even so, he’s so hungry to hear from God that he threatens Samuel with a curse unless he comes 
clean. 

• ‘let none of Samuel's words fall to the ground’—I don’t know exactly what the imagery is here, but the 
drift of it is clear.  None of Samuel’s words go to waste; they have their intended effect. 

• ‘from Dan to Beersheba’—from north to south. 
• ‘The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh’—Samuel’s ability to hear from God revitalizes Shiloh.  It is once 

again a place where people can go to meet and hear God. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: It took Samuel four tries until he learned that the voice he was hearing was God’s.  Think about 
the past few months or maybe the entire past year, what is it that God has been trying to teach you? Are 
there ways he has been trying to get your attention that you might not have recognized? Have there been 
any situations you find yourself in repeatedly? If so, ask God to show you the lesson he is wanting you to 
learn.  
 

• For your six: God calls Samuel, directly and specifically. It almost seems like he is shouting his name 
(Samuel!) and there is no way for Samuel to ignore that he is being spoken to. Pray that your six would 
have similar experiences to Samuel. Pray that your six would hear God calling them by name and that they 
would feel specifically and directly chosen by God.  
 

• For our church: Pray that our church would have the ability and eagerness of Samuel to hear from God.  
Pray that God would keep appearing to us here just like he continually appeared to Samuel at Shiloh.  
Pray that our ability to hear from God would revitalize Cambridge, Greater Boston and the entire Secular 
West as a place where people could come to meet and hear God.  
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Tuesday, March 2
nd
  

1 Samuel 16 

 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill 
your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to 
be king."  
2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me."  

The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3 Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate."  
4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met 
him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?"  
5 Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me." Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD."  
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD 
does not look at the things human beings look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart."  
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen 
this one either." 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." 10 
Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11 So 
he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?"  
"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered. "He is tending the sheep."  
  Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives."  

 
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome 
features.  
Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; this is the one."  
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 
of the LORD came on David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.  

Points of Interest 

• ‘How long will you mourn for Saul’—before now, the Israelites had no king, only ‘judges’ like Gideon from 
Sunday’s passage.  The judges weren’t hereditary rulers like a king; they might, in fact, rule only for a 
short time, or even over only a portion of the Israelites.  They were heroes whom God raised up to fill a 
specific need in a specific place and time.  The Israelites got tired of depending on God to raise up a judge 
at the right time; so they demanded of Samuel that he appoint a king.  Saul is Israel’s king, take one.  
But his reign turns out to be something of a disaster.  It starts out well, but Saul soon starts to display 
some neurotic, erratic, power-hungry tendencies; so God decides to replace him. 

• ‘Fill your horn with oil and be on your way’—it’s time to move on.  Saul had been commissioned as king 
through a ritual called ‘anointing,’ in which Samuel poured oil over his head.  The oil symbolizes God’s 
spirit being poured out, conferring both power and authority from God.  Samuel’s going to need more oil; 
there’s a new anointing to be done. 
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• ‘How can I go?’—it’s a dangerous thing to make someone a king.  They tend to like being made kings a 
lot more than they like being unmade.  Even Samuel, who appointed Saul, is afraid for his life if Saul gets 
wind of this new anointing. 

• ‘the elders of the town trembled’—as we saw with Eli, hearing from a prophet isn’t always good news.  
For some reason, these town elders assume Samuel is coming with a message of doom.  I guess they have 
guilty consciences. 

• ‘The LORD does not look at the things human beings look at’—Saul, like Eliab, is tall and strong. He looks 
like we expect a king to look, but that doesn’t make him a good one.  God is digging a little deeper than 
the campaign photos. 

• ‘the LORD looks at the heart’—Eli’s sons couldn’t handle the responsibility given them; so it was taken 
away.  The same with Saul.  God suspects he’d have similar problems with Eliab and six of his brothers. 

• ‘we will not sit down until he arrives’—David goes from uninvited to guest of honor.  No one can sit 
down and start eating until he does. 

• ‘glowing with health and had a fine appearance’—David may not look kingly, but he’s not ugly either.  
After making such a big deal about God looking beyond appearances, why does the narrator rave about 
how good-looking David is?  Older translations give us a possible lead.  Maybe David’s healthy glow 
and fine appearance are actual a mark against him in the kingly looks department.  Here’s how the NRSV 
(New Revised Standard Version) translates David’s description: ‘Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome.’  In other words, David is what we might call a ‘pretty boy.’  He’s nice to look at, 
but you can’t really picture him plunging a spear into someone’s gut (which is no small quality in the job 
description of a 10th century BC king).  I looked up pretty boy on Urbandictionary.com, and thought 
definition two captured David’s attractive not-traditionally-what-would-be-considered-kingly looks fairly 
well: 

pretty boy: A male of any sexual orientation possessing fine features, e.g., high, prominent 
cheek-bones, full lips, long eyelashes, etc., that may be appealing to both sexes.  Often also used 
to describe a male who pampers himself appearance-wise. Sally loves pretty boys. She bought The 
Outsiders on DVD just for Rob Lowe. 

For some reason, the Rob Lowe reference completes the picture for me. 

• ‘in the presence of his brothers’—I’m sure that went over well. 
• ‘the Spirit of the LORD came on David in power’—David doesn’t just get the oily symbol of God’s 

authority and power.  He gets the real deal. 

Taking it home 

• For you: We get a picture here that somehow physical appearances matter and don’t matter at the same 
time. God looks beyond them, and yet somehow David’s appearance influences how people perceive him. 
How we look, how we think we look, and how we think other people think we look, can be an all 
consuming line of thought. How do you feel about your physical appearance?  Does how you look or 
how much you weigh consume a lot of your thoughts, energy and mood throughout the day? Ask God to 
give you his perspective on this.  Ask God for his affirmation and healing for you on this issue.  If there 
are words of hate and judgment about your physical appearance that you have spoken over yourself or 
that others have said to you, tell God those things and release them to him.  
 

• For your six: Samuel’s relationship with Saul and his fear about how Saul will respond almost hold Samuel 
back from responding to what God has for him.  Are your six possibly in similar situations, where they feel 
scared of how a particular person will react if they respond to what God is doing in them?  Pray that God 
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would protect your six from any fear of how people might respond to any openness to faith they might 
have.  Pray that God’s call on your six would be stronger than the fear they might have of other people’s 
thoughts and judgments.  
 

• For our church: Pray that God would make us a church that has a heart like David’s—a heart that really 
pleases him.  Ask God to protect us from the temptation to rely on our appearance, skills and expertise to 
get by.  Ask God that we would instead be a church of deep integrity, character and compassion.  

 
Wednesday, March 3

rd
  

1 Kings 19 

 
1 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 So 
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time 
tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them."  
3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he 
himself went a day's journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he 
might die. "I have had enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors." 5 Then he lay 
down under the tree and fell asleep.  

All at once an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked around, and there by his head was some 
bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.  
7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is 
too much for you." 8 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty 
nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  
10 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too."  
11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 
by."  

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the 
LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 
When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.  
Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  
14 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 
torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too."  
15 The LORD said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, 
anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and 
Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose 
knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him."  
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19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he 
himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his 
oxen and ran after Elijah. "Let me kiss my father and mother good-by," he said, "and then I will come with you."  
"Go back," Elijah replied. "What have I done to you?"  
21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing 
equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became 
his servant.  

Points of Interest 

• ‘Ahab told Jezebel’—Ahab and Jezebel are the king and queen of Israel.  If it sounds a little like Ahab is 
reporting to his superior here, that’s no accident.  To a surprising degree for their time and station, Jezebel 
plays the dominant role in running the country.  Unfortunately, she’s something of a tyrant.  Among 
other things, she (with Ahab’s full participation) basically outlaws worship of the LORD God.  As I 
mentioned in the Exodus 3 passage, marriages tended to be used for alliance-building in the Ancient Near 
East.  Jezebel is from Phoenicia, a powerful maritime nation near Israel.  It seems that Jezebel’s marriage 
contract allows for her to continue worshipping according to her own religion.  She is given an inch, but 
takes a mile, replacing worship of the LORD God with worship of Baal and Asherah (the Phoenician 
version of the same gods worshipped by the Midianites in the Gideon passage) as the official religion of 
the entire nation. 

• ‘everything Elijah had done’—Elijah is the LORD’s prophet.  He proposes a little contest between himself 
and the 450 prophets of Baal in Jezebel’s employ: 

o each of them sets up an altar with a sacrifice; 
o they ask their god to supernaturally set fire to the sacrifice; 
o whichever god answers the prayer is the rightful God of Israel; 
o the loser(s) are killed. 

Elijah wins. 
• ‘Elijah was afraid and ran for his life’—Elijah has just defeated Jezebel’s 450 prophets by calling down fire 

from heaven, but somehow he is the one who is scared.  I think Elijah had been psyching himself up for 
the big showdown.  When he wins, he thinks that his long struggle with Jezebel is over.  When she isn’t 
intimidated, it completely punctures his confidence.  He doesn’t have anything left for round 2. 

• ‘When he came to Beersheba’—you may recall from Monday’s passage that Beersheba is in the far south 
of Israel.  In fact, at this point in Israelite history, it’s the far south of Judah, which has split off from Israel 
and become a separate nation (or vice versa, depending on to whom you talk).  So, Elijah runs out of 
Ahab’s and Jezebel’s jurisdiction, and then just keeps running, out into the southern desert.  It’s as if 
escaping to Canada isn’t quite enough—he goes all the way to the Arctic Circle. 

• ‘I am no better than my ancestors’—he’s now in the desert where the Israelites wandered under Moses for 
forty years.  These desert-wandering Israelites were famous whiners; and because of their whining, they 
all died without ever making it out of the desert.  Elijah runs off to that very same desert.  Then, he 
starts complaining.  Then, he despises himself for complaining, and starts thinking that he should die 
there just like they did.  Elijah is in a major pity spiral. 

• ‘Get up and eat’—I somehow find this very charming.  It’s like the angel suspects that Elijah is just 
suffering from low blood sugar.  There’s also some more replaying of the Israelites’ desert wandering 
here; God fed the Israelites with miracle-bread (called manna) for forty years. 

• ‘he reached Horeb, the mountain of God’—eating does seem to help.  Elijah gets up from his meal with a 
destination in mind, and the energy to get there.  He goes where Moses encountered God in the burning 
bush. 
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• ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’—God gives Elijah the energy to get to Horeb, and encourages him that 
he can make it.  Then, once Elijah arrives, God asks, ‘Now, why’d you want to get here so badly?’ 

• ‘I am the only one left’—many prophets of the LORD had indeed been assassinated by Jezebel.  Most 
recently, though, it’s the prophets of Baal who’ve faced death at the point of a sword—by Elijah’s doing.  
It’s kind of good news for Elijah that he’s the last one standing, isn’t it? 

• ‘for the LORD is about to pass by’—the LORD informs Elijah that the LORD is about to pass by.  Either 
God is one of those guys, like Rickey Henderson, who always talks about himself in the third person, or we 
have another example of God appearing as more than one person at the same time. 

• ‘a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart’—God gives Elijah an HD, Surround Sound version of 
the burning bush. 

• ‘Then a voice said to him’—the voice asks the same question God had asked earlier, and Elijah gives the 
same answer.  But somehow, after the wind, earthquake, fire, and whisper, the conversation is 
qualitatively different.  I get the impression that God is even less intimidated by Jezebel than Jezebel is by 
Elijah; and some of God’s confidence rubs off on Elijah. 

• ‘anoint Hazael king over Aram’—God is not done.  He still has big plans, and big parts for Elijah to play in 
them.  Aram is a powerful nearby kingdom, roughly modern-day Syria; Damascus is its capital city.  
Apparently, God has commissioned this foreign country Aram to punish Ahab and Jezebel for their 
misdeeds.  The current king Ben-Hadad is not doing a good enough job; so God wants him replaced.  
Hazael is one of his officers.  Later, Elisha does indeed anoint him; he goes on to assassinate Ben-Hadad 
and become king himself.  And he is indeed more of a problem for Ahab’s family. 

• ‘anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel’—Jehu is one of Ahab’s generals.  After being anointed by a 
disciple of Elisha, he stages a coup and overthrows Jezebel and her son Joram (Ahab had already died).  I 
think the point for Elijah is that Ahab and Jezebel will soon have bigger fish to fry.  They won’t have time 
to chase him down anymore.  And they won’t get away with the injustice they have done. 

• ‘I reserve seven thousand’—Elijah is far from alone. 
• ‘plowing with twelve yoke of oxen’—running twelve teams of oxen would indicate that Elisha’s family are 

fairly prosperous farmers. 
• ‘What have I done to you?’—it seems to me that Elijah is being a little coy here.  He has just thrown his 

cloak—basically his prophet uniform—over Elisha’s shoulders.  Dressing Elisha in his own uniform is not 
really a subtle symbolic gesture.  I guess asking, ‘What?  Why are you following me?’ is Elijah’s way of 
giving Elisha a chance to reconsider.  Far from saying, ‘Never mind,’ and turning back, Elisha 
wholeheartedly jumps at this new opportunity. 

• ‘He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat’—having a barbecue would be an appropriate 
good-bye party for the farm owner’s son.  But cooking the very oxen he’d been plowing with, over a fire 
made from the plow, adds a whole new dimension to the typical bon voyage party.  Elisha won’t need his 
plow again; he’s never coming back. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Are there any ways in which you, like Elijah, have just plain had enough? What are the dreams or 
projects you are tempted to let die because it’s just been too discouraging and too disappointing to do 
much else? God responded to Elijah’s deep fatigue with very practical nourishment. Talk to God about the 
ways you feel like the journey is just too much for you and ask God to give you the food you need today 
to keep going.  How might he be asking you to trust him and to keep journeying ahead?  
 

• For your six: Elijah feels burdened and alone in what he feels zealous about and has worked so hard at. 
Pray about the ways that your six have poured themselves into the things they have felt zealous about.  
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Pray that God would meet them in any ways that they feel jaded, alone and hopeless about what they 
have invested themselves in. Ask God to give them a fresh sense hope and partnership.  
 

• For our church: Elijah got pretty clear instructions from God on what he was to do—from eating, to 
standing on the mountain, to the specific way he should travel back. His zeal wasn’t enough, he needed 
God’s wisdom.  Similarly, pray that God would give our church strategy. Pray for wisdom and for clear 
instructions about what we should do with our zeal to see God do great things in the secular west.   
 

Thursday, March 4
th
  

Isaiah 6 

 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:  

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  
the whole earth is full of his glory."  

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.  
5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."  
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 
With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for."  
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  
And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  
9 He said, "Go and tell this people:  

" 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding;  
be ever seeing, but never perceiving.'  
10 Make the heart of this people calloused;  
make their ears dull  
 and close their eyes.  
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  
hear with their ears,  
understand with their hearts,  
and turn and be healed."  

11 Then I said, "For how long, Lord?"  
And he answered:  

"Until the cities lie ruined  
 and without inhabitant,  
 until the houses are left deserted  
and the fields ruined and ravaged,  
12 until the LORD has sent everyone far away  
 and the land is utterly forsaken.  
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13 And though a tenth remains in the land,  
it will again be laid waste.  
But as the terebinth and oak  
 leave stumps when they are cut down,  
so the holy seed will be the stump in the land."  

Points of Interest 

• ‘In the year that King Uzziah died’—Uzziah was a king of Judah, the southern nation that came out of the 
Israelite civil war.  The kings of Judah were the descendants of David, and perhaps marginally more just, 
favored, and faithful to God than the kings of the northern kingdom Israel (e.g. Ahab).  Nonetheless, 
even in Judah, there were many bad kings, short reigns, dynastic fights, and defeats in war.  Uzziah’s 
reign was an island of stability during this tumultuous time; he ruled decently, effectively, and long: about 
50 years (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000).  
His death is a nerve-wracking moment.  What comes next?  Some would remember the bad, old days.  
Others had never known anything but Uzziah; what would it be like to not have Uzziah at the helm? 

• ‘the train of his robe filled the temple’—this impressive God graces the temple with his presence, but he 
can’t actually fit inside.  In fact, the temple can only fit the train of his robe. 

• ‘seraphs, each with six wings’—this is the only time we run across a heavenly being called a ‘seraph’ in the 
entire Bible; so we mostly have to figure out who they are from context.  The word is perhaps related to 
‘serpent’ and/or ‘fire’ (IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 2000).  So, perhaps they’re something like dragons in form. 

• ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips’—just like Moses, who hid his face at the burning bush, and 
Gideon, who feared for his life when he discovered that he was in fact talking to God, Isaiah is 
overwhelmed when he realizes just how awesome God is, and how great a gap there is between himself 
and God.  God responds similarly to Isaiah’s expression of inadequacy as he did to the other two men: 
‘That’s okay.  I can take care of that.’ 

• ‘Here am I. Send me!’—Isaiah doesn’t even know what the assignment is, or where.  But he knows that if 
this person he sees on the throne is looking for help, he wants to give it.  Throughout the passages we’ve 
been reading together, God has been seeking to build special alliances—‘covenants’ in the biblical 
language—with people.  Abraham and Moses eventually say, ‘Yes,’ though they take some coaxing.  
Isaiah is jumping up and down and saying, ‘Pick me.  Pick me.’ 

• ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding ‘—I’m not entirely sure, but I think God is being sarcastic here: 
‘Go ahead; don’t listen.  That’s what I want.’  Maybe he thinks reverse psychology is the best way of 
getting the attention of the people of Judah.   

• ‘For how long, Lord?’—I can understand why Isaiah would wonder just how long he is supposed to speak 
to people who show no signs of listening.  In fact, I’m impressed that he’s willing to do it at all. 

• ‘Until the cities lie ruined’—I can’t tell whether God is wishing for the ruin, or holding out hope to the very 
end.  Maybe God is saying he wants to give the people the best chance possible to pay attention: he 
wants Isaiah to keep on speaking, even though no one is listening, until long after it seems like it could do 
any good. 

• ‘the holy seed will be the stump in the land’—personally, I think it’s a bit confusing to mix seeds and 
stumps in the same metaphor.  The stump, though, is a pretty evocative image: there’s the real loss of the 
original tree, but also the hope of new growth.  For Judah, even when everything looks lost, there’s more 
life to come. 
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Taking It Home 
• For you: How are you feeling about what God is calling you to do? Do you resonate with Isaiah’s eager 

“pick me, pick me” response to God? Do you feel like Moses and Abraham who want to say yes but need 
some coaxing? Or are you pretty strongly opposed to what God is calling you to? Tell God how you are 
feeling and why you feel that way. What are the specific fears, frustrations or doubts you have about what 
God is calling you to? Ask God for clarity, courage and faith to respond to what he is calling you to. 
 

• For your six: Isaiah’s eager and willing response to God seems to naturally result from seeing God and 
getting a really clear picture of who God is, how great God is, and what this greatness might mean for 
Isaiah personally.  Ask God to give your six a picture of who he is and what he is offering them in a way 
that is just as clear and just as captivating as it was for Isaiah.  
 

• For our church: Pray that our church would be faithful to what God has called us to. Pray that he would 
sustain us and strengthen us through the times when we feel like asking, like Isaiah did, ‘for how long?’  
Pray that we would continually and eagerly respond to God with the same willingness that Isaiah had.   

 

Friday, March 5
th  

Isaiah 49 

 
1 Listen to me, you islands;  
       hear this, you distant nations:  
       Before I was born the LORD called me;  
       from my birth he has made mention of my name.  

    2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,  
       in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  
       he made me into a polished arrow  
       and concealed me in his quiver.  

    3 He said to me, "You are my servant,  
       Israel, in whom I will display my splendor."  

    4 But I said, "I have labored in vain;  
       I have spent my strength for nothing at all.  
       Yet what is due me is in the LORD's hand,  
       and my reward is with my God."  

    5 And now the LORD says—  
       he who formed me in the womb to be his servant  
       to bring Jacob back to him  
       and gather Israel to himself,  
       for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD  
       and my God has been my strength—  

    6 he says:  
       "It is too small a thing for you to be my servant  
       to restore the tribes of Jacob  
       and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  
       I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,  
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       that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth."  

    7 This is what the LORD says—  
       the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—  
       to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation,  
       to the servant of rulers:  
       "Kings will see you and stand up,  
       princes will see and bow down,  
       because of the LORD, who is faithful,  
       the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you."  

Points of Interest 

• ‘Listen to me, you islands’—‘the islands’ is Isaiah’s way of saying, ‘halfway around the globe.’  
• ‘Before I was born the LORD called me’—this is a much older Isaiah than the one we encounter in chapter 

six.  Looking back on his life, he realizes that it’s not just that he responded to the call to be a prophet 
when he was a young man.  He was born to do what he’s doing. 

• ‘made my mouth like a sharpened sword’—he’s become very good at what he’s doing.  The ‘man of 
unclean leaps’ now has a sharp sword of a mouth.  His words have been polished, sharpened, perfected 
over time.  They’re as good as they can be. 

• ‘concealed me in his quiver’—he’s a perfect arrow, sharp as a razor, but he’s never been shot; he’s hidden, 
way down at the bottom of the quiver.  His message has been perfectly honed, but—as God predicted in 
Isaiah 6—no one ever listens; his words haven’t ever been effective. 

• ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor’—Isaiah feels like a waste, but God is proud 
of him—and has big plans for him.  Isaiah is exactly what a child of the covenant should be.  He’s the 
spitting image of Israel himelf. 

• ‘what is due me is in the LORD's hand’—Is Isaiah saying, ‘You owe me, God,’ or, ‘God, I know you’re good 
for it’? 

• ‘for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD’—Isaiah may feel like his words haven’t ever reached their full 
potential, but he knows that God likes him.  They really do have a special relationship, and that’s what 
seems to matter most to Isaiah. It matters enough that it outweighs a lifetime of frustration that his words 
have never accomplished what he thinks they could and should. 

• ‘It is too small a thing’—Isaiah’s words haven’t been wasted, they’ve been saved for something better. 
• ‘I will also make you a light for the Gentiles’—the Gentiles means, ‘the nations,’ or, ‘the rest of the world.’  

Isaiah has aimed his words, his whole career, at the people of Judah only.  God thinks his material is good 
enough for the whole world. 

• ‘Kings will see you and stand up’—no one sits in the presence of a king.  In Isaiah’s presence, kings will 
stand.  He is to kings what kings are to everyone else. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Isaiah felt discouraged until God helped to expand his perspective and understanding. Ask God 
today for a bigger perspective about your life and about what God is doing in the world.  Ask him to 
show you how your specific life is part of a bigger story. Lift up the immediate fears, concerns, stress and 
apathy you may be feeling about your present situation and ask him to replace those with his hope.  
 

• For your six: Pray that God would give your six the sense that before they were made God had in fact 
called them and knew them.  Pray your six would be comforted and find purpose in this idea that God 
has always, personally known them.  
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• For our church: Ask God to give our church even bigger dreams and greater vision for what he could do.  

Pray for the ways that what we plan is actually too ‘small a thing’ and that God actually has more in store.  
Pray that God would use our church in much greater ways than we could ever imagine.  

Saturday, March 6
th
 

Esther 4 

 
1 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out 
into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the king's gate, because no one clothed in 
sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to which the edict and order of the king came, there was 
great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.  
4 When Esther's eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She 
sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther summoned 
Hathak, one of the king's eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out what was troubling 
Mordecai and why.  
6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king's gate. 7 Mordecai told him 
everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the 
royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their 
annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct 
her to go into the king's presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.  
9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 
11 "All the king's officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches 
the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless 
the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to 
go to the king."  
12 When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you 
are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows 
but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?"  

    15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. 
Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will 
go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish."  

Points of Interest 

• Brief historical recap: A lot has happened since Isaiah.  The Israelites have been conquered by the 
Assyrians, and their nation has been completely destroyed.  The Judeans have narrowly escaped the 
Assyrians themselves.  The Assyrians have, in turn, been conquered by the Babylonians.  The 
Babylonians have then also conquered Judah, destroyed Jerusalem, and deported all the leaders.  Finally, 
the Babylonians too have met their demise, at the hands of the Persians; and the Persians have allowed 
any Jews (people of Judah) who want to return to Jerusalem to do so.  Many—including the family of 
Mordecai and Esther, the stars of today’s passage— have decided to stay spread throughout the Persian 
Empire.  By the way, Isaiah prophesied about all of these things 100 to 200 years before; eventually, his 
words do take effect.   

• ‘When Mordecai learned of all that had been done’—Mordecai works as a bureaucrat in the Persian 
government.  He’s involved in some sort of rivalry with the prime minister, Haman.  Because of this, 
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Mordecai doesn’t show Haman the proper courtesy.  Haman takes his retaliation way too far, and 
decides that the entire Jewish people everywhere in the Persian Empire should be massacred because of 
this slight. The king, who is—let’s just say—a hands-off manager, gives Haman permission to implement 
his plan. 

• ‘put on sackcloth and ashes’—sackcloth and ashes are funeral attire.  The ancients took mourning 
clothes a bit further than we do.  While we might wear black, or at least some dark color, or a black 
armband at least, they would dress as if just moments ago they had barely escaped a fire in which the 
rest of their family had died. 

• ‘he went only as far as the king's gate’—Mordecai can’t go to work or visit his cousin Esther who lives in 
the palace district, when he’s in morning, because the Persian palace is like Disney Land: employees are 
under strict orders to smile at all times. 

• ‘Esther's eunuchs and female attendants’—Esther is queen.  Apparently overreaction to social slights is 
standard operating procedure in this particular government.  The previous queen was deposed because 
she refused to attend a party.  The king held a beauty contest to find her replacement, and Esther won.  
Eunuchs are male servants of queens and royal concubines; they would be castrated to remove the 
temptation they might face by spending so much time among the beautiful women of the royal harem.  
This practice was meant to protect the royal succession: there’d be no chance for the son of one of the 
male servants to end up as king. 

• ‘She sent clothes for him to put on’—even being so near the palace in such ostentatious mourning is 
dangerous for Mordecai and embarrassing to Esther. 

• ‘Mordecai told him everything that had happened’—no one knows that Esther is Jewish, and the rumors 
of what Haman was doing hadn’t reached her in the cloistered precincts of the harem. 

• ‘any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned’—even as 
queen, there would be a huge status difference between her and the king.  She is under his command, 
just like any other courtier.  And the king would have many wives and concubines; so some time could 
pass between her audiences with the king. 

• ‘relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place’—it’s not a question of whether God will 
save the Jews or not, but of whether Esther will have the privilege of playing a part. 

• ‘you and your father's family will perish’—Esther is an orphan, raised by her cousin Mordecai.  If she 
dies, her whole family’s future dies. 

• ‘who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?’—it’s the fairytale story: the 
orphan girl becomes a princess.  But maybe her personal story, as fantastic as it is, is just a steppingstone 
toward a much bigger purpose: playing a central role in saving one people from being the victims of 
genocide and another people from being the perpetrators of it. 

• ‘And if I perish, I perish’—she could die, even before getting the chance to tell the king why she wants to 
speak to him; after all, he deposed the last queen for something very similar.  But Esther can’t risk so 
many other lives just to save her own. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: How do you feel about your current position in life? Are you constantly feeling like you wish you 
were elsewhere?  Consider that like Esther you might be in the position you are in for ‘such a time as this.’ 
What are the unique and creative ways that God is wanting to use you and leverage the current position 
you are in? Ask God to show you the reasons for where you are right now.  
 

• For your six: Mordecai made a strong pitch for why Esther needs to help save her people, and she 
responded to Mordecai’s request.  Maybe she just felt trapped, like she had to do it because no one else 



 

The Call of God—a Daily Bible Guide 

Leap of Faith 2010—Week 2 
 

 

© 2010 Vineyard Christian Fellowship—Greater Boston   Page 14 

 

could.  Maybe there was a more positive motivation as well, though; maybe she actually wanted to know 
that she had something important to offer.  The things God is doing in the world are pretty captivating.  
Are there any things you are a part of that you could invite your six to help out in? Look for ways to 
partner with your six in things you are passionate about.  Ask them for their help and their perspective.  
 

• For our church: Esther was both powerful and vulnerable at the same time.  She represented her entire 
people to the king, and she risked her own life in doing so.  Pray that our church could be an intermediary 
between followers of Jesus and the secular world.  Pray that we would have influence and be received 
with favor by those in power, like Esther was.  As well, pray for courage and protection when we like 
Esther need to step out and act in any bold and risky ways.  

 
Sunday, March 7

th
  

Nehemiah 1:1-2:10 

 
1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah:  

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came 
from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, 
and also about Jerusalem.  
3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. 
The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire."  
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the 
God of heaven. 5 Then I said:  

"LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is 
praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including 
myself and my ancestral family, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have 
not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.  
8 "Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among 
the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest 
horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.'  
10 "They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 
Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in 
revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man."  
 I was cupbearer to the king.  

2:1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the 
wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, "Why does your 
face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart."  

 I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad 
when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"  
4 The king said to me, "What is it you want?"  

Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has 
found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild 
it."  
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6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, "How long will your journey take, and when will you 
get back?" It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time.  
7 I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will 
provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he 
will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the 
residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9 
So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king's letters. The king had also sent army 
officers and cavalry with me.  
10 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were very much disturbed 
that someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.  

Points of Interest 

• ‘while I was in the citadel of Susa’—Susa is one of the capital cities of Persia. 
• ‘about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile’—it’s likely that Nehemiah has never been to 

Jerusalem—nor his parents, nor grandparents, nor even his great grand-parents.  But for the past 100 
years, they’ve all been hearing the amazing stories about how, by God’s grace, the Persians allowed their 
people to re-settle and re-build their beloved Jerusalem.  As I mentioned yesterday, many Jews chose to 
remain in other parts of the empire.  But, over the years there have been a handful of major migrations 
back to Jerusalem.  Now, Nehemiah has the chance to hear about their fabled homeland from someone 
who has actually been there.  Whether Hanani is an actual biological brother or not is unclear. 

• ‘The wall of Jerusalem is broken down’—the reality doesn’t match the stories.  In Jewish memory, 
Jerusalem was the wonder of the world.  Truth be told, even at its best, Jerusalem was probably never 
anything much compared to Susa, just a small city in a relatively unimportant nation.  Nehemiah discovers 
that currently it’s not even a proper town. 

• ‘When I heard these things, I sat down and wept’—I wonder if Nehemiah knew before this moment just 
how much he cared about Jerusalem.  All of a sudden, in a moment, he takes it on himself to see 
Jerusalem truly restored. 

• ‘Give your servant success today’—it feels to me like Nehemiah prayed this prayer, or one very like it, every 
day for a number of days, before the day when it is answered. 

• ‘ I was cupbearer to the king’—the cupbearer served the king his wine.  Being a personal servant to the 
king, even in such a menial task, would have been a coveted and influential role because of the frequent, 
direct access it gave to the king. 

• ‘In the month of Nisan’—four months have passed. 
• ‘Why does your face look so sad’—as I mentioned yesterday, smiles are pretty much compulsory among 

the king’s attendants.  A sad look would be particularly unwelcome on the face of the person serving the 
king his beverages.  Has he just poisoned the king’s drink? 

• ‘May the king live forever!’—this would be the standard way to address a king, but it probably takes on 
extra significance here.  Nehemiah is letting the king know that his sadness has nothing to do with an 
assassination attempt.   

• ‘with the queen sitting beside him’—there’s some speculation that this queen is Esther.  This king is either 
the same king Esther was married to, or that king’s son.  So, Esther could be the queen or the queen 
mother during Nehemiah’s time.  Of course, like I said yesterday, there would be lots of other royal wives 
around too; so nothing is certain.  But if it is Esther, I could imagine it being quite an encouragement to 
see right in front of him someone who similarly dared to offend the king for the sake of her people. 



 

The Call of God—a Daily Bible Guide 

Leap of Faith 2010—Week 2 
 

 

© 2010 Vineyard Christian Fellowship—Greater Boston   Page 16 

 

• ‘It pleased the king to send me’—most of the other people we’ve read about have been directly sent by 
God.  Things work a little differently with Nehemiah.  God never explicitly tells him to do this; he just 
feels it’s the thing he must do.  And it’s not God who does the immediate sending; it’s the king.  But 
Nehemiah is sent nonetheless. 

• ‘provide me safe-conduct’—Nehemiah has spent some time thinking through everything he would need in 
order to accomplish his plan.  He doesn’t just ask the king for permission, but for equipment. 

• ‘they were very much disturbed’—not everyone is so happy to know that this well-connected, 
well-equipped man is coming to work for the benefit of Jerusalem.  Nehemiah’s arrival disrupts the local 
pecking order. 

Taking it Home:  

• For you: Nehemiah responds to the news about his city by realizing that he and his people have veered 
away from God.  Nehemiah spends time assessing where he is at in his relationship to God and looking at 
ways he has kept himself apart from God. How do you feel like your relationship with God is going?  Do 
you feel like you have been distanced at all? Ask God to show you any ways that you have been veering 
away from him and what he has for you.   
 

• For your six: What are the issues that your six are passionate and care about? How could you support 
them in the things they are working toward?  Pray that God would give them favor in the big dreams 
they have.  
 

• For our church: Nehemiah had a massive dream about which he felt very passionate.  He had the faith to 
think that it was possible for God to pull it off, and he was in a place to make it happen.  Pray for this big 
dream our church has about seeing great things happen in Jesus’ name in the entire secular west.  Pray 
that God would give us the faith to think ‘this is possible’ and a plan as to how we might pursue this.  

 

 


