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Monday, March 29th  
Hebrews 11:13-40 
13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only 
saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 
earth.14People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.15If they had been 
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.16Instead, they were longing for 
a better countrya heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them. 
17By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced the promises was 
about to sacrifice his one and only son,18even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned."[19Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of 
speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 
20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 
21By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his 
staff. 
22By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave 
instructions concerning the burial of his bones. 
23By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, 
and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 
24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.25He chose to 
be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.26He regarded 
disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his 
reward.27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 
invisible.28By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would 
not touch the firstborn of Israel. 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were 
drowned. 
30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days. 
31By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. 
32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David 
and Samuel and the prophets,33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what 
was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign 
armies.35Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to 
be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection.36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains 
and imprisonment.37They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. 
They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated38the world was not worthy 
of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.40God had 
planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 
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Points of Interest 
• ‘living by faith’—today’s passage is from the Letter to the Hebrews.  We don’t know exactly who wrote 

this letter, but it starts with ‘In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets . . .’ which leads 
us to believe that it’s a general letter to any Jewish followers of Jesus.  The writer is in the midst of a walk 
through Israelite history, focusing on the choices various heroes from the past made out of faith, which the 
author defines as, ‘being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see’ (11:1). 

• ‘welcomed them from a distance’—God had made various promises to all of these people.  They never 
actually saw the biggest promises come true before they died—how could they? They were too big for one 
lifetime, like becoming the father of many nations, or having a descendant on the throne forever—but 
they did get a glimpse of them pulling into the driveway and waving hello. 

• ‘the country they had left’—Abraham, for instance, literally left his home behind to go to a new country, at 
God’s invitation.  But I think the author is also speaking metaphorically: all of them have left behind the 
country of the familiar for the country of faith. 

• ‘they would have had opportunity to return’—I have to admit that it’s sounds like kind of a rough life to 
leave home for a destination that, it turns out, you will never reach in your lifetime.  The author points 
out though, that any of these people could have taken a U-turn at any time.  They didn’t.  They kept 
heading in the direction of God’s promises as long as they could. 

• ‘about to sacrifice his one and only son’—I think Ishmael might object to the ‘one and only’ part.  But the 
point is that God actually asked Abraham to kill the long-promised miracle son!? 

• ‘Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead’—Abraham figured that if God could give him a 
son long after Sarah and he were beyond child-bearing age, he could also raise that son back to life. 

• ‘worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff’—when he couldn’t even stand on his own two feet, he 
was still worshipping God. 

• ‘they saw he was no ordinary child’—of course, that’s what most parents see in their children.  And 
maybe that’s right.  Moses’ parents saw Moses’ destiny, and thought it was worth giving him a chance to 
fulfill it. 

• ‘they were not afraid of the king's edict’—in an attempt to control the Israelite population, Pharaoh 
ordered that all male children be thrown into the Nile.  Moses’ parents did so, but in a boat. 

• ‘he saw him who is invisible’—according to the author, faith is being certain of what we don’t see.  
Moses was so certain of God’s existence and power that he could actually see what can’t be seen. 

• ‘the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies’—Rahab was a Canaanite madam.  The 
Canaanites were the enemies of the Israelites, but Rahab could see that God’s favor was with the Israelites.  
She actually welcomed them, and because of that she was asked to join them. 

• ‘There were others who were tortured’— we can’t judge whether someone has lived by faith by the 
immediate results.  Some people conquered kingdoms, and others were sawn in two.  Whether good or 
bad, their circumstances were less important than whether those circumstances were faced with faith, in 
pursuit of God’s promise. 

• ‘the world was not worthy of them’—to put it mildly, these people did not fit in.  Despite appearances, 
the problem wasn’t with them, but with the world. 

• ‘none of them received what had been promised’—this reminds me of God’s word to Isaiah: ‘It’s too light 
a thing.’  They didn’t receive what had been promised, not because God failed, and not because they did, 
but because God decided to upgrade their promise. 

• ‘together with us’—part of the upgrade in the promise is that we will all experience its culmination 
together.  God has a great big surprise in store, not just for these heroes of the past, but for us as well.  
He’s waiting to unveil it to all of us at the right time. 
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Taking It Home 

• For you:  All of these heroes of faith believed God for things that their present circumstances said were 
impossible. It wasn’t that they understood how it would all work out, but that they trusted God’s character 
and power to act in the midst of those impossible circumstances.  What have you been praying for during 
the Leap of Faith? Are there things you are asking God for that run completely counter to your present 
circumstances? Ask God to show you what he sees when he looks at your life. Ask God to give you more 
faith to believe him and his promises for your life. 
 

• For your six: Pray that God would restore hope to your six in ways they have been disappointed.  For 
those of your six who are disappointed in God, ask God to restore their trust in him. Pray that they would 
know God as a good God who is trustworthy and is watching out for them. 
 

• For our church: The author of Hebrews recounts all of these amazing people of faith, demonstrating that it 
wasn’t just about one individual, but about the whole lineage of people who because of their faith were 
part of the bigger story of what God was doing.  Pray that we would see ourselves as a part of this bigger 
story that God is doing and that we would join in on this long legacy of faith.  Ask God to give us the 
faith and boldness of the people who have gone before us. 
 
 

Tuesday, March 30th   
Philippians 3:7-21 
7But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.8What is more, I consider everything a 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith inChristthe righteousness that comes from God on the 
basis of faith.10I want to know Christyes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death,11and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.13Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,14I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

15All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, 
that too God will make clear to you.16Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 
17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes 
on those who live as we do.18For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many 
live as enemies of the cross of Christ.19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 
their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things.20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Points of Interest 

• ‘whatever were gains to me’—this is a letter from Paul to the church in Philippi, the beginnings of which 
we read about in last Thursday’s passage (Acts 16).  Paul has just rehearsed for them all of his credentials 
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in the Jewish religious world.  He got to what looked like the top, only to discover that he’d had things 
upside down. 

• ‘ I consider everything a loss’—not just his accomplishments as a Pharisee, but everything he’s done, is 
worth nothing—even worse, worth less than nothing—compared with following Jesus.  That’s a pretty 
startling statement.  ‘Everything’ would even include such things as starting the Philippian church.  How 
could that possibly be a losss? 

• ‘the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith’—he’s not looking for something he can get 
for himself, but something that can only be given to him by God. 

• ‘somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead’—Paul is aiming at the same thing Jesus promised 
the disciples: lose your life to find it (Matthew 16, from March 15th). 

• ‘Not that I have already obtained all this’—you can’t obtain resurrection without dying first. 
• ‘Forgetting what is behind’—this is what’s dangerous about his accomplishments as a Pharisee, and his 

accomplishments as a follower of Jesus.  They’re both in the past.  It would be too easy to get distracted 
by what he’s already done, when what he really wants is in the future. 

• ‘toward the goal to win the prize’—the goal is the finish line; the prize is the gold medal.  You don’t win 
the prize unless you cross the finish line.  I think that for Paul here, the goal is death, and the prize is 
resurrection. 

• ‘Only let us live up to what we have already attained’—at the very least, don’t go backward. 
• ‘Join together in following my example’—running for the resurrection is a team sport.  Everyone who runs 

to the end gets to share in the prize. 
• ‘their god is their stomach’—while Paul is running all out for the resurrection, others are just biding their 

time.  They’re eating to stay alive, and living to eat.  It’s a life that goes nowhere and produces nothing. 

Taking it home 

• For you: Paul paints a picture of faith in Jesus as sticking it out over the long haul.  It’s like we are running 
a marathon, with the interesting wrinkle that in this marathon we don’t quite know how far it will be to 
the finish line.  It could be tempting to choose a spot and say, ‘I think I’ve run enough now.’  Paul 
arguably accomplished more and was used by God to a greater extent than anyone else in his day.  Yet 
despite all the reasons Paul could feel confident of his place with God and satisfied with his 
accomplishments, he still feels like there is more up ahead.  Where do you feel you are in faith with Jesus? 
Are you just starting out? Are you excited about what is to come? Have you been at this awhile and feel 
like you might be tiring out? Have you just plain turned the other direction?  Ask God to give you what 
you need to keep going.  Tell God that you want to be committed over the long haul.  Pray that God 
would allow you to experience God in new ways that keep you refreshed for the journey. 
  

• For your six: Paul encourages his readers to forget about what is behind them and to instead strain toward 
what is ahead.  Are there things in your six’ past that are holding them back?  Pray that God would free 
them from anything holding them back from moving forward in what God has for them. 
 

• For our church: If we want to be a church that reaches the stage called afterglow, we are committing to a 
long process. Ask God that he would sustain our church and help us to press on day in and day out.  Ask 
God to continue to remind us of the goal and encourage us to keep going after it.  Pray today for the 
leaders of our church and ask God to encourage them and enable them to keep pressing ahead. 
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Wednesday, March 31st  
Matthew 26:1-16 

1When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples,2"As you know, the Passover is two 
days awayand the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified." 
3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was 
Caiaphas,4and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him.5"But not during the Festival," they said, 
"or there may be a riot among the people." 
6While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper,7a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of 
very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. 
8When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked.9"This perfume could have 
been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor." 
10Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to 
me.11The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.12When she poured this perfume 
on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.13Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the 
world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her." 
14Then one of the Twelvethe one called Judas Iscariotwent to the chief priests15and asked, "What are you 
willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver.16From then on 
Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

Points of Interest 

• ‘the Passover is two days away’—we return to Holy Week passages today.  Jesus has been in Jerusalem 
for a few days now.  Passover is the holiday when the Jews remember how God rescued them from 
Egypt. 

• ‘they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way’—they think they’re being clever, but Jesus actually predicted 
this some time ago. 

• ‘in the home of Simon the Leper’—we don’t know anything about this Simon except what’s written here.  
He can’t currently have leprosy, or he wouldn’t be able to host a party.  Either he was previously healed 
of leprosy, or it’s a cruel nickname.   

• ‘which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table’—as I understand it, this woman is not even 
supposed to be at the party; it would be for men only.  Not only does she break into the party, but she 
causes a huge, obvious, sticky, smelly scene.  What she’s doing is reminiscent of anointing, pouring oil 
over the head as a sign of God’s commission.  We discussed the practice on March 2nd (1 Samuel 16); 
and, as you may recall, Messiah means the Anointed.  However, this woman would not be expected to 
do any anointing: she’s not apparently a prophet; she has no authority; and she’s not a man. 

• ‘Why this waste?’—they’re appalled by just how much money the woman has blown on this little 
performance. 

• ‘She has done a beautiful thing’—I wonder whether Jesus immediately recognizes the beauty of this 
woman’s actions, or if on first impression it’s a bit odd to him too.  Of course, it’s impossible to know.  
What’s clear is that this woman is very exposed.  Others use her vulnerability to attack her.  Jesus 
defends her, and gives her dignity.  What it comes down to is that Jesus is not a strict utilitarian.  Where 
everyone else only sees a waste, Jesus sees beauty, either in the act itself or at least in the woman’s heart. 

• ‘The poor you will always have with you’—Jesus is quoting Deuteronomy 15:11, in which Moses 
recommends continual generosity to the poor.  Jesus isn’t being cynical here, saying it’s not worth giving 
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money to the poor.  He’s recommending giving to the poor as a lifestyle, but also saying that giving to 
the poor isn’t the only thing worth doing. 

• ‘throughout the world, what she has done will also be told’—in Matthew 20 (March 17th), Jesus said that 
whoever wants to be great should be a servant.  This woman spends everything she has to serve Jesus, 
and Jesus makes her great. 

• ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?’—the woman spends her fortune for Jesus.  
Judas sells Jesus for money. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: The woman takes a huge risk on two accounts: she disregards all social norms of the day, and she 
literally offers everything she has to Jesus.  Who knows why she chooses perfume?  Maybe it’s just the 
best she has to offer.  While it’s seemingly a little odd, Jesus affirms her sacrifice because he sees it as her 
genuine and heartfelt response.  I wonder if Jesus doesn’t so much care about what her sacrifice is per se, 
but rather about the place in her heart from which she offers it.  Like the woman, is there something you 
have that you feel like you want to sacrifice to Jesus—maybe something large, or something seemingly a 
little out of the norm, but something you would genuinely like to give to him? The woman’s example tells 
us that Jesus might very well be overjoyed to receive it. 
 

• For your six: The disciples have gotten so focused on doing the right thing that they overlook the people in 
front of them and miss out on experiencing authentic moments with Jesus.  In your prayers for your six, 
are you tempted to adopt somewhat of a utilitarian mindset? Do you find yourself focusing more on 
figuring out how God might be working in your six than on just being with them?   Ask God to protect 
your relationships with your six.  Pray that he would give you genuine and authentic times with them and 
that he would give you the freedom to enjoy relating to them, trusting that God is the one who is working.   
 

• For our church: Pray that God would give us a heart this woman had.  Pray that we would be genuine 
and heartfelt in what we do and willing to risk everything for Jesus.  Pray that the heartfelt sacrifices of 
our church as a whole would pave the way for people to have firsthand encounters with Jesus. Ask that 
God would make our church a place through which thousands of people get to personally experience 
Jesus’ affirmation, love and redemption like this woman did.   

 

Thursday, April 1st  
Matthew 26:17-46 
17On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you 
want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 
18He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am 
going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.' "19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed 
them and prepared the Passover. 

20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.21And while they were eating, he said, 
"Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me." 
22They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?" 
23Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.24The Son of Man will go 
just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been born." 
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25Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" 
 Jesus answered, "You have said so." 
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 
27Then he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of 
you.28This is my blood of thecovenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.29I tell you, I 
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom." 
30When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
31Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: 
 " 'I will strike the shepherd, 
 and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 
32But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee." 
33Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will." 

34"Truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." 
35But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the other disciples said the 
same. 

36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over 
there and pray."37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and 
troubled.38Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep 
watch with me." 
39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 
taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 
40Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Couldn't you men keep watch with me for one 
hour?" he asked Peter.41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak." 
42He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I 
drink it, may your will be done." 
43When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.44So he left them and went 
away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. 
45Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, 
and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners.46Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!" 

Points of Interest 

• ‘On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread’—the Festival of Unleavened Bread is the bigger 
holiday season of which Passover is the centerpiece. 

• ‘I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house’—again, like with the donkey, I’m 
not sure whether or not this is pre-arranged, set up through prophecy, or pulled off merely by the force of 
Jesus’ authority.  The impression it gives, though, is that Jesus has arranged all the details.  He’s like a 
director or stage manager, making sure everyone hits their cues. 
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• ‘Surely not I, Lord?’—I think the disciples are being a little self-absorbed here.  Jesus tells them that he’s 
about to be betrayed by someone close to him, and they all respond, ‘Yeah, but it won’t be me.  Right?’  
They’re not displaying a whole lot of sympathy for Jesus. 

• ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl’—I believe Jesus is referring to Psalm 41 here.  Here are 
verses nine through thirteen: 

Even my close friend, 
 someone I trusted, 
 one who shared my bread, 
 has lifted up his heel against me. 

10But may you have mercy on me, LORD; 
 raise me up, that I may repay them. 

11I know that you are pleased with me, 
 for my enemy does not triumph over me. 

12In my integrity you uphold me 
 and set me in your presence forever. 

13Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
 from everlasting to everlasting. 
 Amen and Amen. 

• ‘You have said so’—I think Jesus is basically saying, ‘If you say so.’  He’s not outright saying Judas is the 
betrayer, but neither is he saying, ‘Of course not.’  I think it’s incredibly bold of Judas to even ask.  He’s 
just offered to sell Jesus to the religious leaders.  He knows Jesus knows someone is going to betray him.  
And yet he asks, ‘Surely, not I?’  I suppose it would look obvious if everyone else asks and he doesn’t, but 
why not try to change the subject, spill the soup, or something? 

• ‘this is my body’—the traditional main course of the Passover meal would be lamb.  I’m sure that Jesus 
and his followers are indeed eating lamb.  But Jesus shifts the attention away from the lamb and toward 
the bread, which he says symbolizes him.  This meal is about Jesus, not the lamb. 

• ‘all of you’—even Judas is offered a drink. 
• ‘my blood of thecovenant’—I’ve probably said it enough by now that you don’t need reminding that a 

covenant is a special partnership.  On the night of the first Passover, when the Israelites were still being 
held captive in Egypt, God let loose a destroying angel in the land of Egypt.  The firstborn of every family 
was to be killed (I think the idea being that if the Egyptians were going to continue to severely mistreat 
God’s firstborn, the people of Israel, God would respond by punishing the Egyptians’ firstborn).  
Whenever the angel came to a house with lamb’s blood on the doorpost, the angel would skip that house; 
the lamb’s blood was the sign that the residents of that house were party to a covenant with God.  Jesus 
now introduces a new covenant, based on his blood, represented by the wine at the meal. 

• ‘poured out for many’—on the first Passover, everyone had a choice whether or not to be spared.  An 
Israelite could opt out of the covenant by not putting blood on their doorpost; and an Egyptian could opt 
in by putting blood on their doorpost.  The same applies here.  Whoever opts in is in. 

• ‘for the forgiveness of sins’—the Israelites were rescued from Egypt.  In this new covenant, we are 
offered rescue from the ways our own bad choices hold us back. 

• ‘I will strike the shepherd’—Jesus is quoting Zechariah here (13:7).  Not only will one of them betray him, 
but all of them will abandon him. 

• ‘Even if all fall away on account of you’—today’s passage gives us the background to the conversation 
Jesus has with Peter after breakfast on the seashore after the resurrection (John 21, March 15th).  Here, 
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Peter sells out the other disciples: ‘Sure, they might abandon you; but I never would.’  But he will.  In 
fact, he distinguishes himself by the severity of the abandonment.  When the time comes, the others 
simply run away; but Peter takes it a step further and swears on his life that he never knew Jesus.  In John 
21, when Jesus asks, ‘Do you really love me more than these?’ he’s giving Peter a second chance.  The 
first time around, Peter abandoned first the others and then Jesus.  The second time around, he’ll love 
Jesus and the others.   

• ‘you will disown me three times’—in John 21, Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves him.  Jesus is giving 
Peter the chance to undo each of the times he had disowned him. 

• ‘he began to be sorrowful and troubled’—in this private moment, we see that this is not an easy thing for 
Jesus to do.  Jesus knows that if he’s going to see resurrection for himself and forgiveness for many, he 
needs to be abandoned by his friends, rejected by the Jewish leaders, and killed by the non-Jewish leaders.  
That doesn’t mean he by any means enjoys it.  If there were another way, even Jesus would take it. 

• ‘found them sleeping’—Jesus asks them to keep watch, but they fall asleep on duty. 
• ‘he asked Peter’—Peter has essentially said that he’ll do anything for Jesus, but he can’t even stay awake 

for a while. 
• ‘The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak’—this is true for both Peter and Jesus.  This is their big moment, 

and they each know in their hearts what they want to do; but they don’t have the strength to pull it off on 
their own.  Jesus bolsters himself by praying.  Peter falls asleep.  Jesus is able to see things through to 
the end.  Peter, at least now, is not. 

• ‘Here comes my betrayer!’—coming out of the prayer time, Jesus is once again the stage manager: ‘Cue 
the betrayer.’ 

Taking It Home 

• For you: I’m not sure what is more painful for Jesus: the prospect of what he has to do on the cross, or 
having no one around him to support him as he faces it. Loneliness can grip us like nothing else.  In what 
ways do you feel alone? We see Jesus’ solution to his loneliness is to go to God to get what he needs. It 
doesn’t take the pain of loneliness away but God meets him to help him through. Ask God to remind you 
of his presence and comfort, and ask that he would provide good friends and community for you. 
 

• For your six: It seems like temptation is there for everyone—even Jesus’ closest friends who knew him well 
–and it’s ready at any point to trip people up.  Ask God to protect your six from temptations that they will 
face today.  Pray that God would keep them from falling into patterns or scenarios that ultimately will 
lead them away from what God has for them. 
 

• For our church: I love that Jesus is both honest and trusting in his relationship with God.  He tells God 
exactly how he is feeling and how he would prefer things to go (‘I’d really like if you could have another 
plan besides the cross’), but then sums it up with, ‘Okay but really whatever you think. You’re way is best.’  
Pray that our church would be one that seeks God’s will to be done above everything else.  Tell God that 
we trust his plans and want to see them come to pass. Ask God for God’s will to be done here in our own 
church, in Boston, and in all of our secular culture. 

 

Good Friday, April 2nd   
Matthew 27:1-61 
1Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put Jesus to 
death.2They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
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3When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.4"I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed 
innocent blood." 
"What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." 
5So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 
6The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood 
money."7So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners.8That is why 
it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.9Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 
"They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel,10and they used them to buy the 
potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 

11Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 
"You have said so," Jesus replied. 
12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.13Then Pilate asked him, "Don't 
you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?"14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single 
chargeto the great amazement of the governor. 
15Now it was the governor's custom at the Festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd.16At that time they 
had a well-known prisoner whose name was JesusBarabbas.17So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked 
them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?"18For 
he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 
19While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: "Don't have anything to do with 
that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him." 
20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 
21"Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor. 
"Barabbas," they answered. 

22"What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?" Pilate asked. 
They all answered, "Crucify him!" 
23"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" 
24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and 
washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!" 
25All the people answered, "His blood is on us and on our children!" 
26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of soldiers 
around him.28They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,29and then twisted together a crown of thorns 
and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand as a scepter. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked 
him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said.30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again 
and again.31After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led 
him away to crucify him. 

32As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the 
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cross.33They came to a place called Golgotha (which means "the place of the skull").34There they offered Jesus 
wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.35When they had crucified him, they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots.36And sitting down, they kept watch over him there.37Above his head they 
placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
38Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.39Those who passed by hurled insults at 
him, shaking their heads40and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!" 

41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.42"He saved others," 
they said, "but he can't save himself! He's the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him.43He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.' 
"44In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 
45From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.46About three in the afternoon Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice,"Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"(which means "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?"). 
47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah." 
48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to 
Jesus to drink.49The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him." 

50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks 
split52and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.53They came 
out of the tombs after Jesus' resurrection andwent into the holy city and appeared to many people. 
54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!" 
55Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his 
needs.56Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of 
Zebedee's sons. 
57As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a 
disciple of Jesus.58Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.59Joseph 
took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,60and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the 
rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.61Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. 

Points of Interest 

• ‘Early in the morning’—this is what we might call an irregular trial.  They get together in the dark, before 
the business day, to make sure that their plan to get rid of Jesus is well underway before anyone else 
wakes up. 

• ‘Pilate the governor’—while many matters of government are left in the hands of the Jewish council 
(consisting of priests and teachers of the Law), the Romans reserve really important decisions, like capital 
punishment, for themselves.  Pilate is the Roman governor.  

• ‘he went away and hanged himself’—it’s hard to tell exactly what motivates Judas to betray Jesus.  Is it 
simple greed?  Is he hoping that facing the Jewish leaders in court will scare some sense into Jesus?  Is 
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he hoping to jump ship from Jesus’ side to the council’s side, to promote his career?  Whatever the case, 
it seems clear that, in trying to save his life, Judas loses it (Matthew 16:25, March 15th). 

• ‘what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet’—Matthew actually weaves three different prophetic 
experiences together: Zechariah is paid thirty pieces of silver for a bad shepherding job, and he throws it at 
a potter (Zechariah 11); Jeremiah buys a clay jar from a potter (Jeremiah 19); and Jeremiah buys a field 
from his cousin (Jeremiah 32).  I don’t exactly know how Matthew ends up bringing these events 
together, or what significance they add to Judas’ fate. 

• ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’—this is probably the charge the Jewish leaders brought to Pilate.  Pilate 
wouldn’t care so much about some arcane religious dispute between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders, 
but he would have to take it seriously if Jesus were setting himself up as a king. 

• ‘to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd’—letting criminals out of prison may seem like a strange way to 
celebrate.  But, as is the case with all of the prisoners in this passage, many of these people were jailed for 
political reasons; so, they could, in fact, be popular with the people. 

• ‘JesusBarabbas’—bar abbas means, ‘father’s son.’  The people are choosing between two alternative 
sons of the father, two different Jesuses.  

• ‘a man from Cyrene, named Simon’—Simon Peter had promised he would never leave Jesus.  Instead, 
Jesus’ cross is being carried by some other Simon, a stranger from another town. 

• ‘mixed with gall’—they’re offering Jesus a painkiller. 
• ‘one on his right and one on his left’—James and John had said they wanted to be on Jesus’ right and left.  

Instead, Jesus is surrounded by people he doesn’t know. 
• ‘he can't save himself!’—if Jesus is right, he is actually saving himself: whoever loses their life will find it 

(Matthew 16:25 again). 
• ‘why have you forsaken me?’—I believe this is a genuine cry of anguish from Jesus.  But he’s also quoting 

the first line of Psalm 22.  He’s saying, ‘This is just like Psalm 22,’ which it is: the mockery, the insults, 
even the detail of the dividing of the clothes are eerily similar to that psalm.  While the psalm describes 
tremendous suffering, it ends with God rescuing the sufferer in such a way that it will be remembered 
forever. 

• ‘He's calling Elijah’—apparently they misunderstand ‘Eli’ (My God) for ‘Elijah.’  They don’t catch Jesus’ 
allusion, and maybe have a hard time understanding him either because of his suffering or because he has 
a different accent from them. 

• ‘bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life’—we get a down payment on people who’ve 
lost their lives finding them again. 

• ‘When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw’—this is no normal execution. 
• ‘Many women were there’—when the disciples run away, the scene is cleared a bit, and we can see that 

there have been many women following Jesus and taking care of him along the way.  They are still here 
at the very end. 

• ‘he asked for Jesus' body’—usually, as part of the punishment involved in crucifixion, the corpse would be 
thrown into a common grave instead of being given over to the family (IVP Bible Background 
Commentary. Keener, Craig.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993).  Either out of sympathy for 
Jesus or out of deference to this rich patron, Pilate allows for a private burial. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: In their taunting shouts, the crowds are actually speaking the truth about Jesus’ identity. Jesus is 
in fact the ‘King of the Jews’ even though hanging on the cross he doesn’t look very much like a Messiah 
or any type of king for that matter. Sometimes the very core of our identity and our calling can become the 
exact point of pain and ridicule. Ask God to renew your sense of calling.  What is it that you ultimately 
feel called to do? In thinking about your calling do you feel an internal backlash of mocking and 
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discouraging thoughts? Is there something core to your identity that you feel ridiculed by?  Ask God to 
give you courage to pursue what he is calling you to.  Ask God to replace any discouraging thoughts with 
truth and promises.  Spend sometime today trying to listen to what God is saying about your calling.  
 

• For your six: Pilate gives up his own opinion about Jesus in hopes of winning favor with the masses. He is 
swayed by popular opinion and is too scared of losing respect to stand up for Jesus.  Pray that your six 
won’t give up and back down from moving forward in pursuing Jesus because they are scared of ridicule. 
Pray that they would not be swayed by popular opinion about Jesus but that they would personally seek to 
know Jesus.    
 

• For our church: Jesus can’t carry his own cross. It is too heavy for him and he has to rely on some stranger 
named Simon to carry it for him.  Pray that our church would be a place where we as a community can 
carry the burdens of one another.  Pray today for people in our church who are filled with a lot of pain 
and loss or find themselves in the midst of troubling times.  

   

 

Saturday, April 3rd 
Revelation 5 
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with 
seven seals.2And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open 
the scroll?"3But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.4I 
wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.5Then one of the 
elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able 
to open the scroll and its seven seals." 
6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center before the throne, encircled by the four 
living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spiritsof God sent 
out into all the earth.7He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.8And when 
he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a 
harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God's people.9And they sang a 
new song, saying: 
 "You are worthy to take the scroll 
 and to open its seals, 
 because you were slain, 
 and with your blood you purchased for God 
 members of every tribe and language and people and nation. 

10You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
 and they will reignon the earth." 
11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.12In a loud voice they were 
saying: 
 "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
 and honor and glory and praise!" 
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13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 
saying: 
 "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be praise and honor and glory and power, 
 for ever and ever!" 
14The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

Points of Interest 

• ‘Then I saw’—the author here is John the disciple.  In old age, he is exiled to an island called Patmos.  
There, he sees a series of visions that give him a heavenly perspective on what Jesus accomplished and 
what he still intends to do. 

• ‘him who sat on the throne’—that is, God. 
• ‘a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals’—legal documents would be sealed with 

seven seals (IVP Bible Background Commentary. Keener, Craig.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 
1993).  The fact that there’s writing on both sides simply means that the author of the scroll had a lot to 
say.  I’m not entirely sure, but I think this scroll represents the unrolling of God’s purposes for the world. 

• ‘Who is worthy’—this whole scene—the throne room, the fantastic creatures, the question of who could 
be found to do what needs to be done—reminds me of Isaiah 6 (February 25th).  I think this is a 
heavenly version of Jesus’ ‘Here I am; send me’ moment. 

• ‘Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain’—he’s told about a lion, but sees a lamb.  This 
reminds me of Jesus sending the 70 out like lambs among wolves (Luke 10, March 12th).  When Jesus is 
on the cross, it looks like he’s weak and vanquished—like he’s a defenseless lamb ready for the eating.  
Actually, he’s the victorious lion.   

• ‘by the four living creatures’—these four living creatures seem to be related to the seraphim (the possible 
dragon-angels) of Isaiah 6.  We get a description of them in Revelation 4.  These creatures and the 
elders with them are like heaven’s worship leaders. 

• ‘The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes’—otherwordly features are pretty common in John’s vision.  
We’ve lost the exact significance of the number seven here, but I think the point is that the Lamb’s vision 
and power are universal in scope. 

• ‘Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea’—at first it’s just 
the four creatures and twenty-four elders.  But soon, countless angels join in.  Then, every creature on 
land, and then sea, and then air add to the chorus.  This is happy news for absolutely everyone. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Revelation paints a picture of Jesus doing something so unique and so powerful that it draws 
thousands upon thousands to worship him.  Jesus’ sacrifice allows him to break seal on the scroll and 
open up something from God that benefits everyone. Spend some time today thinking about Jesus’ 
sacrifice.  Thank Jesus for what he did and ask God to help you experience the power and importance of 
his sacrifice for yourself. 
 

• For your six: A lamb that looks as if it has been slain isn’t exactly the likely picture of power and 
significance.  Ask God to give your six eyes to see the significance of Jesus.  In whatever ways Jesus 
seems irrelevant or foolish, pray that God would help them to truly see Jesus. 
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• For our church: In Revelation it is so clear that what Jesus has done is good that the immediate and natural 
response from everyone is to fall down in complete amazement.  Ask God that he would give our church 
authentic, heartfelt and passionate times of worshipping him.  Ask that God would make our corporate 
times of worshipping him powerful. Pray that we would recognize just how great Jesus is and that nothing 
could stop us from wanting to express that. 

 
Easter Sunday, April 4th  
Matthew 27:62-28:20 

62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.63"Sir," they 
said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.'64So give the 
order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body 
and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." 
65"Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how."66So they went and made 
the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

(chapter 28)1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to look at the tomb. 
2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled 
back the stone and sat on it.3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.4The guards 
were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified.6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.7Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' 
Now I have told you." 
8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.9Suddenly 
Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.10Then Jesus said to 
them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 
11While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests 
everything that had happened.12When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave 
the soldiers a large sum of money,13telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night and stole 
him away while we were asleep.'14If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble."15So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely 
circulated among the Jews to this very day. 
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.17When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me.19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them inthe name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Points of Interest 

• ‘After the Sabbath’—the two Marys wait until the Sabbath, the day of rest, is over before visiting Jesus’ 
tomb.  Ironically, the followers of this rabble-rouser Jesus show due respect to the Sabbath; the Pharisees, 
usually so scrupulous about the Sabbath, spend the day at work making sure that the tomb is 
well-guarded. 
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• ‘and sat on it’—I like the angel’s sauciness here.  The priests and Pharisees go all-out to insure that the 
tomb is sealed and well-guarded, and the angel simply comes along and rolls it over for a stool. 

• ‘His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow’—this is reminiscent of Jesus’ 
appearance during the Transfiguration (Matthew 17, March 9th). 

• ‘shook and became like dead men’—another little bit of irony.  They’re guarding the tomb, but they’re 
the dead ones—or at least the ones most resembling a dead body. 

• ‘said to the women, "Do not be afraid”’—perhaps it’s right for the guards to be frightened, but the 
earthquake and the angel and the disrupted tomb are only good news for the women. 

• ‘Go and tell my brothers’—we might wonder whether Jesus would even want to see the disciples.  After 
all, Jesus had earlier said, ‘For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and 
then he will reward everyone according to what they have done (Matthew 16:27, March 8th), and what 
the disciples have done is run away to save their lives.  In his mercy, though, Jesus not only wants to see 
them, but he calls them his brothers.  Something has happened in the past three days that has 
transformed them from followers (and not entirely successful ones) to brothers. 

• ‘afraid yet filled with joy’—they can’t quite overcome their fear, but at the very least they add joy to their 
fear. 

• ‘they worshiped him; but some doubted’—the disciples are likewise conflicted.  It’s too good to be true. 
• ‘go and make disciples of all nations’—up until now, Jesus’ call has been, ‘Follow.’  Now, it’s, ‘Go.’  They 

are, of course, in many ways still following Jesus—particularly in that all-important aspect of losing their 
lives to find new, eternal ones.  But in another way, they’ve gotten a whole new call of their own: the call 
to share this news with the entire world. 

Taking it Home:  

• For you: I love the contrasts we see in this narrative—the resurrected Jesus appears to the women and they 
are on the one hand filled with joy and on the other are also a little afraid.  The disciples see Jesus face to 
face and they worship him but they also have some doubt.  Even those closest to Jesus who see firsthand 
his crucifixion and resurrection never achieve some perfected state of faith.  They too seem to have some 
combination of both faith and fear. It’s clear that that even those closest to him still have some hangups in 
following him and yet Jesus doesn’t seem to mind their imperfections.  What seems to matter is that they 
are there with him and responding to his invitation to do life together with him (by going out into all the 
world and being part of something much bigger than themselves).  How do you feel about Jesus’ 
invitation to do life together? Do you, like the disciples, still have some doubts about Jesus or a little fear of 
what he is inviting you into? Take some time to pray today and tell God what you think of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  Name the fears and doubts you have about what God is inviting you to, and tell God 
that you want to accept his invitation to do life together regardless. 
 

• For your six: Jesus gives his disciples purpose and tells them what their lives are going to be about.  Pray 
today that God would give hope and purpose to your six. In any ways that they are looking for purpose 
and their place in the world, pray that God would show them God’s purposes for their lives.   
 

• For our church: Jesus has big plans.  He isn’t just concerned that the people in Jerusalem know that he 
was raised from the dead or even the entire Roman Empire. Nope, he wants the entire world to know.  I 
can imagine that after all the trauma they have been through, the disciples’ temptation might be to hide 
out and experience as much of this life as they can together by themselves.  Jesus pushes them outward,  
commissioning them to give everyone   a chance to know of the life he is offering.  He knows that our 
instinct won’t be to ‘go out’ but will actually be to huddle together where we feel safe. Jesus could have 
much more easily sent out some of those thousands upon thousands of angels out to the world to share 



 

The Call of God—a Daily Bible Guide 
Leap of Faith 2010Week 6 

 

© 2010 Vineyard Christian Fellowship—Greater Boston   Page 17 



his good news.  I wonder if he sends the disciples out instead because he knows that it’s the only way for 
the them to continue to grow in him. Pray that our church would take Jesus’ words seriously and that we 
would actively and intentionally seek to be a part seeing people from all nations experience Jesus.  Pray 
that we would continue to grow and discover more of Jesus for ourselves in the process. 

 


